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PASS CUAVE AND LABOR DEPARTMENT 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, SW 

SUBJECT: VISIT TO US OF SWEDISH LABOR LEADERS 

REF: A) STOCKHOLM 874, FEBRUARY 24, 1975; CHALFIN-GOOTT LETTERS 
OF JUNE 19, 1975 AND JULY 18, 1975. 

B) STOCKHOLM A-204, JULY 14, 1975 

1. LAB ATT HELD DISCUSSION AUGUST 29 WITH LO AND TCO INTER- 
NATIONAL SECRETARIES ABOUT PLANNED VISIT TO US OF LO PRESIDENT 
GUNNAR NILSSON AND TCO PRESIDENT LENNART BODSTROM FOLLOWING 
ICFTU CONGRESS IN MEXICO CITY. BOTH HAVE RECEIVED INVITATIONS 
TO AFL-CIO MEETING AND DINNER SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER 28 BUT 
HAVE NOT YET SENT REPLIES. INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIES SAID 
THAT THEIR CHIEFS ARE STRONGLY INCLINED TO ACCEPT INVITATIONS AND 
WILL ARGUE IN FAVOR OF DOING SO BUT FEEL OBLIGED TO GO ALONG WITH 
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MATTER IS CONSIDERED ON OCCASION OF MID SEPTEMBER CONGRESS OF 
AUSTRIAN TRADE UNION FEDERATION (VIENNA 7379, AUGUST 28). 

2. REGARDLESS OF OUTCOME ON DINNER, NILSSON AND BODSTROM 
ARE MOST ANXIOUS TO HAVE PRIVATE MEETING WITH GEORGE MEANY, 
PREFERABLY ON OCTOBER 27. THEY HAVE COUNTED ON SEEING MEANY 
EVER SINCE IRVING BROWN TOLD THEM DURING HIS VISIT TO STOCKHOLM 
LAST FEBRUARY THAT HE WOULD DO HIS BEST TO ARRANGE MEETING 
(STOCKHOLM 0874, FEBRUARY 21, 1975). IF IT FAILS TO COME OFF. 

WE ARE QUITE SURE THAT NILSSON AND BODSTROM ARE GOING TO BE 
DISAPPOINTED AND HURT. RESULT WOULD BE DISSIPATION OF MUCH OF 
GOOD WILL CREATED BY BROWN VISIT THAT EMBASSY HAS STRIVEN 
SINCE THEN TO PRESERVE AND BUILD ON. 

3. EMBASSY HAS STILL NOT RECEIVED APPROVAL OF PARTIAL GRANTS 
FOR NILSSON, BODSTROM AND LO FIRST VICE PRESIDENT LARS WESTER- 
BERG LISTED IN A-204. ASSUMING THIS WILL SOON BE FORTHCOMING, 

WE WANT TO PROVIDE SOME PRELIMINARY INFORMATION RE THEIR PROGRAM 
INTERESTS. IN ADDITION TO ABOVE THREE, GROUP WILL ALSO INCLUDE 
LO INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY THORBJORN CARLSSON AND TCO INTER- 
NATIONAL SECRETARY SVEN FOCKSTEDT. THEY WILL SERVE AS INTER 
PRETERS AND TRAVEL AT EXPENSE OF THEIR ORGANIZATIONS. GROUP 
(WHICH SHOULD BE PROGRAMMED AS SINGLE UNIT) PLANS TO ARRIVE IN 
WASHINGTON. D.C. ON SUNDAY OCTOBER 26 AND DEPART FROM NEW 
YORK CITY ON SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1 . IN BETWEEN, THEY WOULD 
LIKE TO VISIT PITTSBURGH AND DETROIT FOR MEETINGS WITH ABEL AND 
WOODCOCK AND OTHER SENIOR STEELWORKER AND UAW OFFICERS. 
CENTERPIECE OF WASHINGTON PROGRAM WOULD BE. OF COURSE, 

SESSION WITH MEANY. WHILE IN WASHINGTON, THEY ARE ALSO 
INTERESTED IN LABOR DEPARTMENT BRIEFING ON OVERALL LABOR 
PICTURE. KEY PROBLEMS AND TRENDS AND WISH ESPECIALLY TO 
MEET WITH PRESIDENTS AND OFFICERS OF MACHINISTS, RETAIL CLERKS 
AND STATE, COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES. GENERALLY 
SPEAKING, EMPHASIS SHOULD BE ON MEETINGS WITH TOP UNION 
OFFICERS RATHER THAN VISITS TO PLANTS AND INSTITUTIONS. SOME 
TIME SHOULD BE LEFT OPEN FOR SIGHT-SEEING. SUGGEST ALSO THAT 
SWEDISH LABATT BIRGER VIKLUND BE CONSULTED RE AFTER-HOURS 
ACTIVUTY. 
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